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MARIA LUISA CASTELLANOS, R.A.         Office: (305) 552-5465 
                                                                                                                 Cell:    (305) 439-7898 

UNITED ARCHITECTS, INC., PRESIDENT      Email:  MLC@UnitedArchs.com 
                                                                             

 
 
EXPERIENCE SUMMARY 
 
Ms. Castellanos has over 30-years’ experience in Project Management, Design, Construction, 
Estimating, Scheduling, and Planning of Schools, Industrial Plants, Apartment Buildings, Retail Stores, 
Affordable Elderly Housing, Office Buildings, and Single-family Residences.  She is also an adjunct 
professor of architecture and interior design at Miami Dade College (March 2012 to present). 
 
REGISTRATIONS 
 
Registered Architect, State of Florida (AR 0007706) 
Certified General Contractor, State of Florida (CGC 014702- Inactive)  
LEED AP (passed exam June 2009) 
Realtor, 2016 (SL3357525) 
 

EDUCATION 
 
Master of Architecture, Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, Ga. 
Bachelor of Science, Georgia Institute of Technology, Atlanta, Ga. 
 
FINANCE CLASSES 
 
FIU Real Estate Finance Class (audited) 
ACE Investor 1 by Josh Cadillac through Miami Association of Realtors 
ACE Investor 2 by Josh Cadillac through Miami Association of Realtors 
ACE Investor 3 by Josh Cadillac through Miami Association of Realtors 
 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Established United Architects, Inc. in July 1986. 
 
Maria Luisa Castellanos, R.A., has served as chief designer and project manager on a wide variety of 
projects, commercial, institutional, educational, and residential.  A representative sample of the various 
categories of work follows, most were by United Architects, but some were her personal experience with 
other firms. 
 
      Educational 
          

• Ms. Castellanos finished, as the principal-in-charge and project manager, three renovations 
to Coral Gables Preparatory Academy, Kensington Park Elementary, and Sylvania Heights 
Elementary for Miami-Dade County Public Schools. 
 

• Ms. Castellanos was the principal-in-charge, project designer, and project manager for the 
Ophelia Brown Lawson Head Start Center, (formerly Opa Locka Head Start) a $3.5 million 
facility for the Community Action Agency and the General Services Administration of Miami-
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Dade County, partially funded by the federal government’s Head Start Program. It was 
completed in August 2009. 

 
• Ms. Castellanos acted as principal-in-charge/chief architectural designer and project manager 

for the Additions and Remodelings to Fisher-Fienberg Elementary School ($2.8 million); 
Horace Mann Middle School ($1.9 million); and Dunbar Elementary ($2.2 million) for Dade 
County Public Schools.   These three projects included several complex facilities including an 
addition and complete interior remodeling to a 1920 cafeteria which had no as-builts; a 
complete interior remodeling to an auditorium; an addition and remodeling to a building to 
convert it into a library, again with no as-builts; two completely new building additions which 
house 6-classrooms each, ancillary facilities, and group and individual toilets; a 2-story  
classroom building remodeling which included several classrooms, up grading of toilet 
facilities to meet ADA, a computer lab, and handicap children training facilities.  Ms. 
Castellanos was responsible for all phases of the work from schematic design through the 
services during construction to the final certificate of occupancy issued by DCPS and DOE. 

 
• Ms. Castellanos served as designer and project manager for a series of schools for the Dade 

County School Board.  These schools, Winston Park, Campbell Drive, Joe Hall, and Charles 
Hadley Elementary Schools, were each designed for 750 students in the 1980’s prior to 
forming United Architects, Inc. 
 

• In addition, Ms. Castellanos worked on the design and production team for the F.I.U.  
      Academic One Administration Center at the Bay Vista Campus.  This building won an award  
      for the outstanding concrete structure in Florida for 1980. 

 

      Affordable Housing 
 

• Ms. Castellanos designed and is in the process of producing an affordable duplex for a non-
profit called SMASH.   
 

• Ms. Castellanos produced the contract documents for the reconstruction of two burned 
affordable housing units at Venetian Gardens, a Miami-Dade County-owned rental public 
housing development for the Miami-Dade Housing Agency.  The entire interior of the two 
units, the first, a single-story, 3-bedroom units and the second, a two-story, 4-bedroom units 
had to be completely reconstructed due to the extent of the fire damage.   

 
• Ms. Castellanos was the architect-of-record for the demolition of the 47 houses and all of the 

underground utilities for the Lincoln Gardens site for Miami-Dade County GSA. 
 
• Ms. Castellanos was the consulting architect/project manager on two affordable, multi-family 

housing HUD-funded projects, B’nai B’rith Elderly Apartments in Deerfield Beach, Florida, and 
the St. Joseph’s Garden Courts in Orlando, Florida.  B’nai B’rith is a 4-story, 65,200 SF 
building with 88 apartment units.  St. Joseph’s Garden Courts is a 3-story, 66,000 SF building 
with 80 units.  Ms. Castellanos was responsible for the design development and construction 
documents as well as the services during construction.  The buildings are completed. 

 
• Ms. Castellanos was the consulting architect /project manager on an affordable, multi-family 

housing HUD funded project, St. Monica Housing.  The building is 4 stories with 84 apartment 
units in Miami Gardens.  Ms. Castellanos was responsible for the design development and 
construction documents.  The building is completed. 

 
• Ms. Castellanos was the consulting architect/project manager for the design development and 

construction documents for The Reserve at Eden Gardens outside of Naples, Florida.  The 
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project consists of several multi-family building and several single-family houses and an 
amenity center for the residents.  

 
• Ms. Castellanos designed a preliminary for an affordable housing development with Jubilee 

CDC, a local community development corporation.  The intent of the project was to facilitate 
the return of single-parents to college by having an onsite daycare facility and the project 
being located near Miami-Dade Community College North Campus and St. Thomas 
University.  Miami-Dade County’s Office of Community and Economic Development owned 
the site and would have given the land to the joint-venture had the adjacent neighborhood 
approved the idea of the affordable housing development.  Unfortunately, the project was 
rejected by the neighborhood due to NIMBYism (Not-in-My-Back-Yard mindset). 

 
• Ms. Castellanos designed a preliminary plan for the Allapattah Business Development 

Authority for a 40-unit apartment building and adjacent daycare facility, for single-parents who 
wish to complete their education at Miami-Dade's Medical Campus or attend Lindsey-
Hopkins.  This project was not funded. 

    
     40-Year Re-certifications 
 

• 40-year re-certification for the Kendall Library.  This project was for the Miami-Dade Public 
Library System.  She was the project manager of the project while she coordinated with the 
structural and electrical engineers. 

               
• 40-year re-certification for Landmark Center, Leased Buildings.  This project included the 

forty-year re-certification inspections for 16 buildings for Miami-Dade County Internal Services 
Department.  She was the project manager of the project while she coordinated with the 
structural and electrical engineers. 
 

• 40-year re-certification for 140 W. Flagler Street, a 15-story building.  This project included the 
Forty-year re-certification inspections for the entire building for Miami-Dade Internal Services 
Department. She was the project manager of the project while she coordinated with the 
structural and electrical engineers. 

 
Commercial  
   

• Ms. Castellanos is currently working on the remodeling of all the restrooms of the 3rd Floor of 
Concourse F at Miami International Airport (MIA)  
 

• Ms. Castellanos finished the construction documents for an international store called Moscot, 
which sells eyeglasses.  The store, now operating, is on Main Highway in Coconut Grove. 
 

• Ms. Castellanos designed and produced the construction documents for a new 9,100 square 
foot commercial building on Flagler and SW 19th Avenue in Little Havana.  The building will 
house 3 retail spaces on the bottom floor and office space on the second floor.  The project 
was never built due to the Pandemic and the rising costs of materials and financing 
afterwards. 
 

• Ms. Castellanos designed and produced the construction documents for the relocation for the 
Ethics Office of Miami-Dade County, a project of the Internal Services Department.  It is 5,310 
square feet on the 8th Floor of the Overtown Transit Building North.  This project is completed. 
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• Ms. Castellanos designed and produced the construction documents for the conversion the 
West Lot Restaurant into the new offices for Miami-Dade County’s Internal Services 
Department Parking Operations.  It is now completed. 
 

• Ms. Castellanos designed a preliminary for an RFP for Turnstone Development for the City  
of Boynton Beach. It was a 4-story mixed-use apartment building project with retail on the 
bottom floor and apartments on the top 3 floors.  This project was not built due to lack of 
funding by the city. 

 
• Ms. Castellanos designed and produced the construction documents for the remodeling to  

Sunset West Shopping Center on Sunset Drive and 87th Avenue in Miami.  The entire façade  
and walkway roofing was removed and a new design implemented.  Ms. Castellanos 
produced all the construction documents, coordinated with the engineers, and provided 
services during the construction. 
 

• Ms. Castellanos designed the ADA modifications to the parking lot at Johnson Square in 
Hollywood, Florida, to bring the parking lot up to ADA standards with the parking, signage, 
and ramps. 

 
• Among her commercial projects is a $1,000,000 facility for MacArthur Dairy in West Palm 

Beach; a $600,000 Dollar Rent-a-Car facility at the Ft-Lauderdale/ Hollywood Airport; offices 
and warehouses for ARA Construction, Miami; and warehouses for Luis Espino.                                                  
 

• She has designed three stores at major shopping centers, Declic Clothing and Franca's 
Choice at Bayside Marketplace and Sparkle Plenty at Dadeland Shopping Center.  In 
addition, she worked on the design and construction documents to the original Dominique 
Boutique on Ponce de Leon in Coral Gables.   

 
• Ms. Castellanos designed an addition and remodeling to 3618 W. Flagler Street for D.U.I 

Countermeasures of Dade County.  The following year she executed the interior and exterior 
renovations to 3631 W. Flagler Street for the same client. 
           

• Ms. Castellanos was consulting architect on a 7-building office park which also had two multi-
story parking garages.  The buildings were two-stories to 6-stories in height.  Ms. Castellanos 
was responsible for the design development phase of the re-zoning study which was 
submitted to Miami-Dade County for approval.  This comprehensive proposal was never built. 

 
    Institutional 

 
• Ms. Castellanos was responsible for the programming and the design for a three-story, 180-

room Medical Center for the King Faisal Research Hospital in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia.  This 
facility was designed with two wings for its ambulatory patients with features to resemble a 
hotel.  For its non-ambulatory patients, there is one wing in which the accommodations are 
similar to that of a hospital. 
 

• In addition, Ms. Castellanos was on the design and production team for the South Dade 
Waste Reduction Facility for Dade County GSA and the 20th Street Transfer Station for the 
City of Miami.  This last project received a design award from the American Institute of 
Architects. 
 

• Ms. Castellanos developed a preliminary design for the Kredis Hospital Housing Project in  
Jeddah, Saudi Arabia.  This complex included eight four-story buildings for single personnel   
and staff with families.   The apartments ranged in size from studio units to 3-bedroom units.  
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  Residential 
 

• Ms. Castellanos designed and produced the construction documents for a $750,000 addition 
and remodeling to a house on Hibiscus Island.  The project maximized the allowable square 
footage and completely modernized the house.   

 
• Ms. Castellanos designed and produced the construction documents for a $450,000 addition 

and remodeling to a house in Coconut Grove adding to the front and the back of the house.  
The project maximized the allowable square footage and completely modernized the house.  

 
• Ms. Castellanos has designed and produced the construction documents for several condo 

remodelings, in Miami Beach, City of Miami, and Coral Gables. 
 

• Ms. Castellanos is the architect-of-record of a 2-story addition to 7 Star Island Drive, Star 
Island, Miami Beach.  The construction was completed, approximately $300,000 in 
construction cost. 

 
• Ms. Castellanos completely reconfigured a condominium in the New French Village in Coral 

Gables then executed the construction documents and provided services during construction.  
This condominium went from a 2-Bedroom, 1-1/2 bath to a 3-bedroom, 3-bath unit.  The 
construction is almost complete and is valued at $325,000. 

 
• Ms. Castellanos completely reconfigured a condominium in the Octagon Building in Miami 

Beach.  This residence went from a 2-bedroom, 2-bath to a 3-bedroom 1-1/2 bath with the 
kitchen in the center of the apartment.   The value of the project is approximately $150,000. 

 

• Ms. Castellanos designed the Additions and Remodelings to the Dowdy-Collazo Residence  
just north of The Falls Shopping Center in unincorporated Miami-Dade County.  The additions 
doubled the existing square footage of the present house to approximately 5,000 square feet.    
The design of the additions transformed the existing box-like house into a beautiful 
Caribbean-style residence with front and rear porches, using round wood-columns on stucco 
pedestals; add a master bedroom suite, a new garage, and a guest wing. 
 

           This project appeared on “Before and After”, a production of HGTV. 
 

• The Katz-Bijl Residence Additions and Remodeling consists of gutting the entire interior of the 
house, relocating the kitchen from one side to the other, completely re-working the floor plan 
and adding a room to the front and one, to the rear, and two bathrooms.  Featured as Episode 
1203 on Before and After on www.HGTV.com as “Back from the Brink”. 

 
           This project appeared on “Before and After”, a production of HGTV. 
 

• Ms. Castellanos acted as a design consultant on the Evelyn Condominium Remodeling and 
Addition on Euclid and 16th Street on Miami Beach.  This project entailed the complete interior 
gutting, redistribution of spaces, and the addition of one exterior stairs, one interior stairs, and 
an entire new third floor.   Unfortunately, this project was never built. 

 
• Ms. Castellanos completed the design and construction documents for a 3,300 S.F. house in 

Calusa in Kendall.  The design includes 9’-5” ceilings in most of the public spaces, 12’-0” high 
ceilings in the foyer and the living room.  Ms. Castellanos was involved in the design of the 
floor patterns, finished trim work, and the specialty cabinetry throughout the house.   
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• Ms. Castellanos completed the design, construction documents, and the interior design for a 
complete gut, reconfigure floor plan, and re-finish entire +/-5,000 S.F. house on Granada 
Blvd., in Coral Gables, Florida.  It was approximately $170,000 in construction.  It sold for $1 
million in 2000.  

       
• Ms. Castellanos designed and supervised the construction documents for a 4,400 S.F. 

residence at 2899 Coacoochee Street (at the corner with Tigertail) in Coconut Grove for the 
Eagleton-Kathe Property Company.   

 
• Ms. Castellanos developed the design and construction documents for a four-unit  
      high-end, 3-story townhouse project in Coconut Grove with an interesting design,  
      which included units in which two stairs wrapped around each other (with ½ floor  
      underground) and terraces to the front of the units overlooking the park across the street.   
    
• The Jaffe Residence Project in Pinecrest consisted of remodeling the front facade; adding 

roof trusses to the existing low pitched joist system, in order to organize the roof system and 
to increase the pitch to look better; adding a free-standing covered terrace and trellis area to 
two sides of the existing pool in the rear yard; a complete interior remodeling and rearrange-
ment to the north wing of the house to convert it into a master bedroom suite and another 
bedroom and bath.   

 
• Ms. Castellanos completed the design and construction documents for a 2,500 S.F. residence 

that was flooded during Hurricane Andrew and needed to be raised to the Federal Flood 
Criteria.  The project entailed adding a new second floor to the original house large than the 
original footprint and modifying the elevations in order to modernize the facade of the 
residence.                                                                                                     

 
• Tropical Homes, another project designed by Ms. Castellanos, is a 28-home project in 

Southwest Dade County.  The homes consisted of three different models of approximately 
2,400 square-feet each.  This project is finished. 

 

• In addition, Ms. Castellanos has designed numerous custom homes both here and in Saudi 
Arabia. These homes are in Key Biscayne, Coral Gables, South Miami, Miami Shores in 
Miami-Dade County and in Riyadh and Jeddah, Saudi Arabia. 

   
   Industrial 
 

• Ms. Castellanos designed and produced the construction documents for the façade 
remodeling and site modifications for two warehouses in the City of Miramar funded by CBDG 
grants from the Federal Government, the Liguori Warehouse, the Ascot Trust Warehouse, and 
the Goldman Warehouse. 
 

• In addition, Ms. Castellanos was on the design and production team for the South Dade 
Waste Reduction Facility for Dade County General Services Administration and the 20th 
Street Transfer Station for the City of Miami.  This last project received a design award from 
the American Institute of Architects. 

 
 Construction Administration 
 

• In addition to her practice as an architect, Ms. Castellanos practiced as a general contractor, 
under the name of Alligator Construction Corporation, from 1984 to 1990.  She brings her 
construction experience in estimating and construction management to the firm.  Ms. 
Castellanos holds a Florida Certified General Contractor’s License (Inactive status) 
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PUBLICATIONS AND COMMUNICATION PROGRAMS 
 
Speaker at SFCDC Emerging Developers Training Workshop, April 8, 2023. 
Speaker at Women’s Chamber of Commerce Event on April 21, 2021, at the National Hotel on  
 Miami Beach as part of a construction panel sponsored by Florida Design Magazine. 
Speaker on WLRN Radio, “How you can avoid fraudent contractors and how an architect can help you in  
            the construction process”, Topical Currents, , June 4, 2008, part of panel discussion. 
Speaker at Miami Construction Forum “How to Spot Incomplete or Erroneous Plans and Specifications", 
      August 23, 2017,  
Speaker as part of panel discussion on workforce housing at Miami-Dade Workforce Housing  
           Development Program “Building expandable starter homes”, on December 6, 2017.  
Speaker at National Association of Women in Construction Forum, “Not allowing errors and omissions in  
           plans to cause you, the contractor, a problem”, on April 17, 2018. 
Residential Project featured on HGTV “Before and After”, Episode 1203 – Back from the Brink, 2004.   
"Understanding the Coral Gables Residential Building Process", Coral Gables Gazette, Nov. 12, 1997  
"Has protecting the public welfare gone too far?", Construction Issues Forum , April 1997. 
"Hurricane Andrew, An Architect's Perspective", Costs and Trends, Mid-Year Edition, 1993. 
“Hablando EN VIVO con Alex Fiuza”, Radio Paz (830 AM), October 27, 2000. 
  
For more articles on design, architecture, and construction, go to:   
             https://www.unitedarchitectsinc.com/free-articles-united-architects-usa and at my blog here: 
             https://www.unitedarchitectsinc.com/blog-on-architecture-public-policy and on real estate: 
             https://www.unitedarchitectsinc.com/real-estate-services  
 
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS 
 
Honored as an “Ultimate Advocate” and received a Diversity and Inclusion Award by South  
           Florida Business and Wealth Magazine on June 6, 2024. 
Appointed to the Architecture and Engineering Small Business Advisory Committee of 
           Miami-Dade County on July 31, 2024, by County Commissioner Roberto Gonzalez. 
Honored with the Silver Medal in the Miami Herald Favorites Competition in the Architectural Firm 
           Category in December 2024. 
Honored with Bronze Medal in the Miami Herald Favorites Competition in the Remodeler/  
          Contractor Category in December 2023. 
Board of Directors of SMASH (Struggle for Miami's Affordable and Sustainable Housing), January 8,  
          2022 to Dec. 2023.   
Board of Directors and Forum Chairperson, Miami Chapter, American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU),  
          2015 to June 2019.  
Miami-Dade County Court Capital Infrastructure Task Force, June 30, 2015 to December 16, 2016. 
Member, South Florida Community Development Coalition (SFCDC), April 2015 to December 2022. 
Served as a “Community Partner” on CAHSA Task Force Subcommittee, “Rental, Homeownership,   
         and Rehabilitation”, 2006. 
Honored on March 28, 2003, by Georgia Tech at its 50th Anniversary Celebration of Admitting Women  
         to George Tech as first minority woman to receive a Master of Architecture at Georgia Tech. 
Board of Directors, Downtown Bay Forum, 2004 – 2014. 
Member, Florida Housing Coalition; attended Affordable Housing Conference, Sept. 23-24, 2003 
Member, Coral Gables Chamber of Commerce, May 2001 to May 2003. 
National Association of Women Business Owners (NAWBO), Networking Chairperson 2003-2004.  
Member, Minority Business Advisory Committee, Dade County School Board, 1985 - 1990.   
Founding Member, Founding Board of Directors, Assoc. of Women Architects & Engineers, 1992. 
Code Enforcement Hearing Officer, Dept. of Code Enforcement, Miami-Dade County, 2000 to 2001. 
Guest, Florida Governor Chiles' Public Forum, April 18, 1995. 
Visiting Lecturer, Georgia Institute of Technology, May 1994. 
Finalist, NAWBO Recognition '95 Awards. 
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Member, Minority Business Advisory Committee, Dade County School Board, 1985-1990.     
Vice-President, Board of Directors, New Women Entrepreneur Center, 1995 - 1996. 
Participant, Women's Summit of the Americas, November 1994. 
Commissioner, Dade County Commission on the Status of Women, 1992-1993. 
Member, Metro-Dade Fire Prevention and Safety Appeals Board, 1992-1993. 
Member, Dade County Community Relations Task Force, 1990. 
 

PROFESSIONAL HISTORY 
 
President and owner, United Architects, Inc.  1986 - present 
Adjunct professor of Architecture at Miami Dade College  2012 - present 
President and co-owner, construction qualifier, Alligator Construction Corp.  1984 - 1990 
Architect, office manager, Group "M" Ltd.  1985 - 1986 
 
For more information on the history of Maria Luisa Castellanos and United Architects, Inc., go to: 
https://www.unitedarchitectsinc.com/about-us-contact-info  
LANGUAGES:  Fluent English and Spanish 


